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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION   
 
1. This question paper consists of THREE sections: 

 
SECTION A:  Comprehension (30) 
SECTION B:  Summary (10) 
SECTION C:  Language (40) 

  

 
2. Answer ALL the questions.  
 
3. Start each section on a NEW page.  
 
4. Leave a line after each answer.  
 
5. Number the answers correctly according to the numbering system used in this 

question paper. 
 

 
6. Write neatly and legibly.  
 
7. Pay special attention to spelling and sentence construction.  
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SECTION A: COMPREHENSION  
 
QUESTION 1 
 
Read the following passage (TEXT A) and answer the set questions. 
 
TEXT A 

  

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
 
 
6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Nurses' Day is celebrated every year on 12 May, the anniversary 
of Florence Nightingale's birth. But who was this extraordinary woman? 

 
Florence Nightingale (12 May 1820 – 13 August 1910) showed great courage 
and determination by following her calling to improve public health despite the 
disapproval of family and society. 
 
When the Crimean War broke out in 1854, she oversaw the introduction of 
female nurses into the military hospitals in Turkey. Initially greeted with 
hostility, she took quick action to improve the dreadful conditions under which 
the wounded were treated, dramatically reducing mortality rates among 
soldiers from 40% to 2%.                                                                                      
 
Though she returned to England as a national heroine, she deliberately hid 
from public life. She worked non-stop and her first major works were two 
books published in 1859, Notes on Hospitals and Notes on Nursing. She also 
published over 200 reports and pamphlets on a wide range of issues including 
hygiene, hospital administration and design, delivery of babies and health 
care for the poor. 
 
She founded the Nightingale School and Home for Nurses at St. Thomas's 
Hospital, London, in 1860 – the first of its kind. The objective of the school 
was to produce nurses who could train others. The following year she 
established a training school for midwives in King's College hospital. 
 
Despite her poor health, Florence Nightingale worked tirelessly until her death 
at the age of 90. She personified many of the important ideas that are crucial 
to nursing today – values, vision and voice. She saw nursing as helping 
people to live and promoted the importance of the nurse's integrity. Florence 
Nightingale fought for health care for people regardless of faith or economic 
background. She understood the valuable contribution nurses could make to 
personalised health care and believed it was important to look after both the 
mental and the physical health of the individual. Florence Nightingale 
advocated trained nursing and preventive health care through proper hygiene. 
Through her contacts in the government, she influenced public policy and 
achieved positive health care reforms.  
 
                                 [Adapted from an article in Pretoria News, 12 May 2009] 
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1.1 
 
 

Refer to paragraph 2.  
 
What do the dates in brackets indicate? 

  
 
(2) 

 
1.2 
 

Is the following statement TRUE or FALSE?  Give a reason for your answer. 
 
Florence Nightingale's family encouraged her to do nursing. 

  
 
(2) 

 
1.3 Refer to paragraph 3.  
 
 1.3.1 

 
 
1.3.2 

Describe the conditions that Florence Nightingale found in the 
military hospitals in Turkey. 
 
Do you think it was a good idea to send female nurses to military 
hospitals? Give a reason for your answer. 

 
(1) 
 
 
(2) 

 
1.4 State TWO positive changes that Florence Nightingale brought about in the 

military hospitals during the Crimean War.   
 
(2) 

 
1.5 Refer to paragraph 4. 

 
In your opinion, did Florence Nightingale deserve to be regarded as a 
'national heroine'? Give a reason for your answer. 

 
 
 
(2) 

 
1.6 What are the titles of TWO of Florence Nightingale's publications? (2) 
 
1.7 What evidence is there in the passage that Florence Nightingale was also 

interested in educating nurses on how to take care of the sick? 
  

(2) 
 
1.8 Quote a sentence from the passage which proves that Florence Nightingale 

did not discriminate against anyone. 
  

(1) 
 
1.9 Explain how the health care system benefited from Florence Nightingale's 

contacts in government. 
  

(2) 
 
1.10 
 

Give a suitable title of no more than SIX words for this passage. 
 

 (2) 
[20] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English First Additional Language/P1 5 DoE/November 2009 
 NSC 

Copyright reserved Please turn over 

 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
Read the following passage (TEXT B) and answer the set questions. 
 
TEXT B 

  

 
 
 
1. 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. 
 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
 
6. 
 
 
 
7. 

The day of love 
 
Annually on 14 February, people from various cultures let each other know 
about their love by sending Valentine's Day cards, often anonymously. This is 
a clever way of letting that special someone know how you feel. 
 
The origin of Valentine's Day is highly mysterious. It is believed that both 
Christian and ancient Roman traditions have contributed to it. The 
Roman Catholic Church recognises various saints called Valentine. One 
Saint Valentine served as a priest at the temple during the reign of 
Emperor Claudius. He was jailed by the Emperor for defying a ruling which 
outlawed marriage for young men. The other Saint Valentine was a Roman 
who was killed on 14 February 269 AD for refusing to give up Christianity. 
Before his death, he passed a love note to his jailer's daughter which read, 
'From your Valentine.' This phrase has since been repeated on thousands of 
Valentine's Day cards across the world.  
 
The popularity of Valentine's Day has increased rapidly and is celebrated in 
most cultures in different ways. It began in the 19th century with handwritten 
notes which were later replaced by mass-produced greeting cards.  Today an 
estimated one billion Valentine's Day cards are sent each year, ranking 
second only to Christmas.  
 
The 1950s saw the exchange of cards extended to include gifts.  Thirty years 
later, the diamond industry began to promote the day as an occasion to give 
fine jewellery. In modern times, heart-shaped and winged Cupid symbols 
have come to be associated with Valentine's Day.  
 
In the United Kingdom it is a popular custom to write verses of love. It is also 
the time of year when magazines and newspapers publish love poems and 
stories.  
 
In Japan and Korea, Valentine's Day has gradually become popular, with 
women giving chocolates to the men they like. The men respond a month 
later with a white gift. 
 
Despite its mysterious origin, it seems as though Valentine's Day will always 
be celebrated.  
 
                                        [Adapted from an article in Indwe, February 2006]
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2.1 Choose the correct answer.  Write only the letter (A – D) next to the question 

number (2.1) in the ANSWER BOOK. 
 
The word 'anonymously' (line 2) means … 

 

 
 A 

B 
C 
D 

mysteriously. 
namelessly. 
unknowingly. 
knowingly. 

 
 
 
(1) 

 
2.2 Why is it appropriate that Valentine's Day is celebrated on 14 February?  (2) 
 
2.3 Explain, using your own words, why one of the Saint Valentines was 

imprisoned. 
 
(2) 

 
2.4 Are more Valentine's Day cards sent each year than Christmas cards? Quote 

a phrase of no more than FIVE words to support your answer. 
 
(2) 

 
2.5 How has the diamond industry benefited from Valentine's Day? (1) 
 
2.6 Do you think people attach too much importance to celebrating 

Valentine's Day these days? Give a reason for your answer. 
 
(2) 
[10] 

 
                                                                                                        TOTAL SECTION A:  30 
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SECTION B: SUMMARY WRITING 
 
Your class has been given a Life Orientation project on the topic Fatigue. Your task is 
to deliver a talk on how to cope with fatigue. 
 
Read the passage (TEXT C) below and compile a list of SEVEN points for inclusion in 
your talk. 

  

 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
1. List SEVEN points in full sentences using no more than 70 words. 
2. Number your sentences from 1 to 7. 
3. Write only ONE point per line. 
4. Use your OWN words. 
5. Indicate the total number of words you have used in brackets at the end of your 

summary. 

  

 
TEXT C   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to cope with fatigue 
 
According to Dr Debra Makoro, a Cape Town medical doctor, fatigue is a feeling 
of constant tiredness that can last for days or even weeks. It is usually caused by 
factors such as stress, depression, an unhealthy diet, too little or poor quality 
sleep, or other lifestyle choices. ''People suffering from fatigue have low energy 
levels and feel tired in both body and mind,'' says Dr Makoro.  
 
One of the bad habits of people who suffer from fatigue is that they do not drink 
enough water. This leaves the body dehydrated and leads to feelings of 
tiredness. Drinks such as tea and coffee should not be taken to replace water as 
they contain caffeine, a stimulant that keeps you awake, thereby affecting your 
sleep pattern.  
 
Some people do not believe in eating breakfast, which is an important meal to 
start the day. Skipping breakfast deprives the body of the fuel needed for energy. 
It is important to keep one's energy levels constant. Eating small meals during the 
course of the day, rather than three big meals, can help achieve this. One should 
also ensure that one eats at least five portions of fruit and/or vegetables daily.      
 
Worrying often keeps one awake and leads to feelings of tiredness. While a 
person can get by with an average of eight hours of sleep, it is advisable to sleep 
for an extra 30 minutes to an hour if one feels very tired. Instead of just lying in 
bed worrying about something, one should de-stress by going to the gym, 
reading a book or meditating.  
 
                                                               [Adapted from Move! 10 December 2008] 

 
                                                                                           TOTAL SECTION B:  10 
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SECTION C: LANGUAGE   
 
QUESTION 4: VISUAL LITERACY   
 
4.1 ANALYSING A CARTOON   
 
 Read the following cartoon (TEXT D) and answer the set questions.   
 
 TEXT D   
 
 NOTE: In this cartoon, the dog's name is Fred. The man and woman in the 

cartoon are his owners. 
  

 
 

 
                     FRAME 1                                 FRAME 2                                  FRAME 3 
   
 4.1.1 Refer to frame 1. 

 
(a)   Is the man in the cartoon happy to go to the corner shop? Give 
       a reason for your answer. 
 
(b)  Explain the meaning of the underlined phrase in the following  
       sentence: 
 
       Can you nip down to the corner shop, please? 

 
 
 
(2) 
 
 
 
 
(1) 

 
 4.1.2 Refer to frame 3. 

 
Explain why the dog thinks, 'Rather him than me!' 

 
 
(2) 
[5] 

 
 
4.2 ANALYSING AN ADVERTISEMENT   
 
 Study the advertisement (TEXT E) on the next page (page 9) and answer the 

set questions. 
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TEXT E   
 

 

We’ve got so much to offer in Buffalo City: uncrowded pristine beaches, cultures 
preserved for centuries, untamed wildlife, international sporting events, lively 
nightlife spots and a historical heritage like no other. Your adventure awaits. 
www.tourismbuffalocity.co.za
 91 Western Avenue, Vincent, East London   P. O. Box 13276, Vincent, 5217 
Tel: +27 (0)43 721 1346  Fax +27 (0)43 721 1359 Email: info@tourismbuffalocity.co.za 

http://www.tourismbuffalocity.co.za/
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 4.2.1 Explain why the words, '…it's an adventure' are written in large 

print. 
 
(2) 

 
 4.2.2 What do the pictures suggest about Buffalo City? (2) 
 
 4.2.3 Why has the advertiser included a map in this advertisement? (2) 
 
 4.2.4 State any TWO ways in which tourists can get more information on 

Buffalo City. 
 
(2) 

 
 4.2.5 Refer to the written text below the map in the advertisement. 

 
What do the words 'like no other' suggest about Buffalo City? 

 
 
(2) 

 
 4.2.6 Choose the correct answer.  Write only the letter (A – D) next to the 

question number (4.2.6) in the ANSWER BOOK. 
 
This advertisement has been placed by: 

 

 
 A 

B 
C 
D 

www.tourismbuffalocity.co.za 
East London 
Tourism Buffalo City 
The Eastern Cape 

  
 
 
(1) 

 
 4.2.7 Would you, as a tourist, want to visit Buffalo City after reading this  

advertisement? Give a reason for your answer. 
 
(2) 
[13] 

 



English First Additional Language/P1 11 DoE/November 2009 
 NSC 

Copyright reserved Please turn over 

 
 
QUESTION 5:  LANGUAGE AND EDITING SKILLS   
 
Read the following passage (TEXT F), which has some deliberate errors, and answer 
the set questions. 

  

 
TEXT F   
 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
4. 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
 

African elephants were historically found south of the Sahara Desert. They're 
at home in both swamp and desert. The most serious threat to their survival is 
that elephants share needs similiar to man: food, land and water. So, as the 
human population grow, elephants are pushed into smaller spaces. Here their 
own increase in population soon leads into overcrowding and habitat 
destruction. 
 
Waterholes are social venues for elephants. They prefer to drink fresh, clean 
water. High-ranking elephants drink before lower-ranking ones. Water is 
drawn threw the trunk which can hold up to 10 litres at a time. Adult elephants 
drink as much as 200 litres of water at a time. 
 
Splashing about in muddy water is like a beauty treatment for elephants. They 
churn up the water until it becomes thick mud. They then slap this mud onto 
their skins to protect them from insects and the harsh African sun. Next they 
powder themselves with dust to complete their beauty routine. 
 
Elephants flap their huge ears like fans to keep cool. They are quiet at home 
in water and are excellent swimmers. They sometimes submerge themselves 
completely, with only the tips of their trunks showing, in a bid to cool off. 
 
Elephants can easy live as long as 70 years. The oldest cow in the heard is 
regarded as having the greatest wisdom and experience, and so is always the 
leader. 
 
                                          [Adapted from an article in Sawubona, March 2009]  

  
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 
 
 
 
 
 
20 

 
5.1 Combine the following two sentences into a single sentence, using the word  

which: 
 
African elephants were historically found south of the Sahara Desert.  
They're at home in both swamp and desert. 

  
 
 
 
(2) 

 
5.2 Choose the correct answer. Write only the letter (A – D) next to the question 

number (5.2) in the ANSWER BOOK. 
 
The apostrophe used in the word 'They're' (line 1) indicates ... 

  

 
 A 

B 
C 
D 

the plural form. 
omission. 
possession. 
a quotation. 

 
 
 
(1) 
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5.3 The word 'survival' (line 2) comes from the verb 'to survive.'  

 
Give the correct form of the word 'survive' in each of the following sentences: 

  

 
 5.3.1 

 
5.3.2 

The elephant calf is the only (survive) of the fire on the game farm. 
 
That group of elephants (survive) only if they are given treatment. 

(1) 
 
(1) 

 
5.4 Identify and correct the error  in each of the following sentences:   
 
 5.4.1 

 
 
5.4.2 
 
 
5.4.3 
 
 
5.4.4 
 
5.4.5 
 
 
5.4.6 
 
5.4.7 

Elephants share needs similiar to man: food, land and water 
(line 3). 
 
So, as the human population grow, elephants are pushed into 
smaller spaces (lines 3 – 4). 
 
Here their own increase in population soon leads into overcrowding 
and habitat destruction (lines 4 – 6). 
 
Water is drawn threw the trunk (line 8 – 9). 
 
They are quiet at home in water and are excellent swimmers 
(lines 15 -16). 
 
Elephants can easy live as long as 70 years (line 18). 
 
The oldest cow in the heard is regarded as having the greatest 
wisdom and experience (lines 18 – 19). 

 
(1) 
 
 
(1) 
 
 
(1) 
 
(1) 
 
 
(1) 
 
(1) 
 
 
(1) 

 
5.5 Rewrite the following sentence in the future tense: 

 
Waterholes are social venues for elephants. 

  
 
(1) 

 
5.6 Rewrite the following sentence in the past tense: 

 
Elephants churn up the water into thick mud and then slap it onto their skins. 

  
 
(2) 

 
5.7 Give an antonym (word opposite in meaning) for 'harsh' (line 13).  (1) 
 
5.8 Rewrite the following sentence as a question:  

 
The oldest cow is always the leader. 

  
 
(1) 

 
5.9 Rewrite the following sentence in reported speech: 

 
Piet said, ''I find elephants fascinating creatures.'' 

  
 
(2) 
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5.10 Rewrite the following sentence, inserting all the missing punctuation marks: 

 
I know that elephants have amazing memories said themba 

  
 
(2) 

 
5.11 Choose the correct word from those given in brackets: 

 
An elephant has (been/being) seen in the stream. 

  
 
(1) 
[22] 
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