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DESIGN P1 (THEORY) (SEPTEMBER 2011)

INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION

1. This question paper consists of SIX questions.
2. There are optional questions, therefore the instructions at every question must
be read carefully.
3. This question paper consists of TWO sections.
SECTION A: Design literacy 80 marks
QUESTIONS 1 -4
SECTION B: Design in a social/environmental context 40 marks
QUESTIONS 5 and 6
SECTION C: Design in a business context 30 marks
QUESTION 7
4. Read the requirements of the questions carefully.
5. Answer in full questions and avoid the mere listing of facts.
6. Use the mark allocation to determine the time to be spent on each question.
7. Do not repeat the same facts and examples in different questions.
8. Write neatly and legibly.
GLOSSARY

Use the following glossary to make sure you understand how to approach a particular question.

Analyse: A detailed and logical discussion of the formal elements (such as line, colour,

tone, format, et cetera) and composition of the work.

Compare: Point out differences and similarities in an ordered sequence within the same
argument.

Discuss: Present your point of view and give reasons for your statements (motivate).

Explain: Clarify and give reasons for your statements (motivate).

Interpret: Give an informed opinion, supported by examples.

State: Say directly what you think — give your opinion as well as an explanation.
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SECTION A: DESIGN LITERACY

QUESTION 1 ‘UNSEEN’ DESIGNS TESTING VISUAL LITERACY

11

FIGURE A
Contemporary Small Stool by Streetwires (South Africa)

1.1.1 Do you think that FIGURE A successfully reflects a South
African identity? Supply reasons for your answer.

1.1.2 Does this design reinterpret past forms? Motivate your answer
with reference to the work.

1.1.3 Name and discuss the following THREE design elements and
principles used in this design:
e Line
e Space
e Rhythm

(2)

(@)

(6)
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1.2

FIGURE A
The Champ Sofa
by Tobias Fraenzel (ltaly), 2010
(The backrest can be raised to act as a boxer’s punching bag)

FIGURE B
The Bucket Chair, by Pederson + Lennard (South Africa), 2010
(The lid lifts off so that the inside can be used for storage).

1.2.1 Which of the above two designs, (FIGURE A or FIGURE B), do
you think is the most effective? Explain through a discussion of
the following:

Functionality

Ergonomics

Originality and creativity

Shaping the environment (8)

1.2.2 Analyse FIGURE B according to:
e Texture
e Unity and Variety (2)
[20]
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QUESTION 2

2.1

211

2.1.2

2.1.3

214

INTERNATIONAL YEAR
OF FORESTS - 2011

FIGURE A

What message does the above poster, (FIGURE A), convey?

Would you describe the message as culture specific? Give
reasons.

Identify and explain at least TWO symbols used as part of that
message.

Name and explain ONE Gestalt principle that can be applied to
the above poster design.

(1)

(1)

(2)

(2)
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2.2

Look closely at the poster below and then answer the questions that
follow:

FIGURE B

2.2.1 Does the above advertisement reinforce stereotyping and
prejudice? Give reasons for your answer. (2)

2.2.2 How does the relationship between size of the image and the size
of the font help to convey the message and is it effective?
Explain. (2)
[10]
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QUESTION 3

3.1

3.2

Compare the above two designs (FIGURE A and FIGURE B) under the
following headings (i.e. discuss their similarities and differences):

Your school has asked you to write an article on ONE contemporary
South African designer or design group whose work reflects our culture or
environment in some way. Structure your article under the following

Contemporary vase by Astrid Dahl,
(South Africa). It is made by using
coils, which is a traditional African pot-

FIGURE A FIGURE B

Vase by Axel Salto (Denmark), 1940’s

This is a handmade, glazed stoneware
pot.

making technique.

Influences

Form

Colour

Texture

Materials and techniques

headings:

Name of the designer or design group
Local/global influences and inspiration

General characteristics

Name and a brief analysis of at least ONE design

(2)
(2)
(2)
(2)
(2)

(1)
(2)
(4)
3)
[20]
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QUESTION 4

4.1 The styles in design history have had a great influence on designers
throughout the world. In South Africa there are many designs that show
this influence, for example, the bench below is from Durban and shows a
clear Art Deco influence.

From your study of design history, decide which TWO styles from the list
below have had the greatest impact on you as a designer.

e Bauhaus (‘The Machine Aesthetic-Design for Industry’) (1900 — 1930)

e Art Deco (‘Popular Modernism’) (1925 — 1939)

e The Modernist Age (Consumerism and Style — The Age of
Streamlining) (1935 — 1955)

e The Pop/New Age (‘Modernism goes Pop —the Age of Affluence’)
(1955 - 1975)

e The ‘Post-Modern’ Age (‘Style now — Less is a Bore’) (1965 — until
today)

Write the names of the two that you have chosen and then discuss each
one in full under the following headings:

e Aims (2
¢ Influences on the style (2)
e Characteristics of the style 3)
¢ One or more designs that truly reflect the style of that period. (Also

explain why the design is typical of the movement to which it belongs). (3)
(2x10) (20)
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4.2

FIGURE A FIGURE B
Art Nouveau inspired bench Arts and Crafts inspired bench

4.2.1 Compare FIGURE A above with FIGURE B to show the
differences and similarities between the two movements that
inspired these works. Make sure that your comparison clearly
refers to the influences and stylistic characteristics of each
movement. (8)

4.2.2 Name ONE designer from either of the two movements and the
title of one design by that person. (2)

[30]

TOTAL SECTION A: 80
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SECTION B: DESIGN IN A SOCIAL/ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT
QUESTION 5

5.1 “You must be the change you wish to see in the world”. Gandhi

Read the above quote and then discuss the work of ONE LOCAL
designer that you have studied who has tried to bring about change by
addressing social issues. Marks will be given for:

¢ The name of the designer
A brief explanation of the designer’s aims
e The title and a brief analysis of ONE work that addresses social
issues or concerns (20)

5.2 5.2.1 Study the following poster very carefully and then answer the
guestion that follows:

WE ARE ALL AFRICAN

FIGURE A

Explain the possible meaning of the above poster by analyzing
the imagery as well as the relevant elements of design and
font/type. (3)

5.2.2 Discuss the work of one International designer whose work

addresses social concerns. (7)
[20]
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QUESTION 6 Choose TWO questions.

Answer QUESTION 6.1 and/or QUESTION 6.2 and/or QUESTION 6.3 (20 marks).

6.1

FIGURE A FIGURE B
Lighting design Chandelier by Yoon Bahk, from
by Lula Dot, from old books recycled wine and champagne
with each page folded in half bottles

6.1.1 Explain why the above two designs, (FIGURE A and FIGURE B),
are considered ‘green’ or ‘eco-friendly’. (2)

6.1.2 Write about ONE SOUTH AFRICAN designer whose designs
address environmental issues under the following headings:

¢ The name of the designer (1)
e His/her aims (2)
e The influences on his/her work (2)
e The name and a brief analysis of ONE of his/her product

designs, with particular reference to the way it addresses
environmental issues 3)
[10]
AND/OR
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6.2

6.3

FIGURE A FIGURE B
Tyre seat or stool. Rag chair made by Tejo Remy for Droog
Made in France. Design, (1991), the Netherlands. This chair

has been layered from the contents of 15 bags
of rags. It arrives readymade but users have
the option of adding their own discarded
clothes to the design, thereby creating a
treasure chest of memories and recycling at
the same time.

6.2.1 Evaluate whether the recycled products illustrated in FIGURE A
and B above would be suited to a South African context.

6.2.2 Supply a definition for one of the following two terms:
¢ Global warming
o Carbon footprint

6.2.3 Name and discuss the work of any ONE INTERNATIONAL
designer of your choice who has focused on environmental
issues. Point out in which ways the work of the designer helps to
alleviate damage to the environment.

AND/OR

The designer Allan Chochinov wrote the following:

‘We are suffocating, drowning and poisoning ourselves with the stuff we
produce, abrading, out-gassing, and seeping into our air, our water, our
land, our food — and basically those are the only things we have to look
after before there’s no we in that sentence. It gets into our bodies, of
course, and it certainly gets into our minds. And designers are feeding
and feeding this cycle, helping to turn everyone and everything into either
a consumer or a consumable.’

Keeping the above quotation in mind write an essay on ‘sustainable’ or
‘green’ design in which you refer to the work of ONE LOCAL designer OR
ONE INTERNATIONAL designer to support your statements.

(10x2)

TOTAL SECTION B:

(2)

(2)

(6)
[10]

[10]
[20]

40
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SECTION C: DESIGN IN A BUSINESS CONTEXT
QUESTION 7
Answer all the questions that follow:

71 7.1.1 To apply for a job in the design field you would need to supply a
CV. List the headings under which you would need to provide
information in the CV. (6)

7.1.2 Write down the name of the design discipline that you are
studying and then supply the following information:
e The names of TWO tertiary institutions where your
particular discipline can be studied. (2)
e The name of the diploma or degree that you would
receive in that discipline, as well as the required number
of years’ study for that particular qualification. (2)

7.2  As a socially and environmentally responsible person you are starting a
new business in recycling/‘upcycling’ old furniture. Study the example
below and then answer the questions that follow:

FIGURE A FIGURE B
The above two images show how your business has modernized an old
bedside cabinet to give it a whole new appearance and function. (It has

been turned into kitchen storage space and also serves as a ‘chopping
block)'.

In order to get your above business started you will need to borrow money
from a bank. State how much you will need based on the type of business
you are running, then draw up a suitable business plan under the
following headings (explain your reasoning throughout):

e The product

e The reason for setting up the company.

e The style/type of company that would be most suited to your new
business venture.

A suitable accounting system for your new company

Costing

SWOT and PESTLE

Ways of establishing a target market

Suitable marketing methods for your type of products (20)

TOTAL SECTION C: 30
GRAND TOTAL: 150
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