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RELIGION STUDIES P2 (SEPTEMBER 2011)

QUESTION 1

1.1 The impact of apartheid on religious tolerance in South Africa

During the apartheid era the government promoted Christian National
Education.

In public schools, only Bible education and religious education which was
Christian-based was allowed in the school curriculum.

All other religions were misrepresented and were not given any funding.
For example, Islam was known as Mohammedanism; ATR was called
animism and Hindus were referred to as pagans.

Customary marriages were not recognised unless it was a Christian
marriage.

Certain demonstrations of Christianity were promoted by the state in terms
of land allocation, appointments of chaplains, youth counsellors etc.
Apartheid prohibited inter-religions dialogue.

The only missionary work allowed, was Christian missionary work. (14)

1.2 How this changed in the democratic South Africa

The constitution of South Africa has a Bill of Rights.

Everyone has the right to freedom of conscience, religion, thought, believe
and opinion.

Religious observances can be conducted at state or state-aided institutions
provided that they are observed in accordance with the rules of pubic
authority and conducted on equitable basis and attendance is free and
voluntary.

Persons belonging to a culture, religion or linguistic community may not be
denied the right to associate with other members of the community.
However, the rights of communities come with responsibilities.

The school curriculum does not promote any particular religion, but the
academic study of all religions is encouraged.

State funding is allocated on an equitable basis.

Customary marriages are now recognised.

Government funds chaplains and youth counsellors are appointed from all
religions.

Nobody can be excluded from any government institution on the basis of
religion, creed or race. (16)
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1.3

Christianity as example

Christianity was never a monolithic faith.

From the start there were many differences between groups of Christians.

The Eastern tradition has its centre in Constantinople and the Western

tradition in Europe.

The groups split because of arguments over supreme authority.

And that the Catholics Church teachers that the Holy Spirit comes from

God the Father and the Son.

While the Eastern Church teachers that the Holy Spirit comes from the

Father and not the Son.

The church governed in different ways.

A church governed by an Episcopalian structure has a hierarchy of bishops

and priests, e.g. Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox and Anglican

Church.

A Presbyterian structure on the other hand involves rule by an elected

group of elders in the church.

With overall rule by higher authorities such as Synod or General Assembly

of Churches, e.g. Reformed Churches, the United Presbyterian Churches

of South Africa and the Church of Scotland.

A Congregationalist structure has elders.

But each individual church is independent and not responsible to any

authority higher than the congregation, e.g. Baptist Churches.

Catholics attend church services called ‘Mass’.

As part of the Catholic ritual they may light candles in remembrance of the

dead and confess their sins to a priest.

Orthodox Christian practices are similar to Catholics practices.

A popular way o express piety is by kissing images of saints, called icons.

Going to church on Sunday is very important to Protestants.

Many forms of Protestantism also believe that charitable work is an

outward sign of inner grace.

One cannot buy one’s way to heaven, by helping others show that one has

already been blessed. (20)
[50]
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QUESTION 2

2.1

2.2

The historical relationship between different religions

Every religion has perceptions about other religions.

However inter-religious relationships refer to organisations that foster co-
operation among religions of the world.

One such body is the WCRP (World Conference on Religion and Peace).
Another is the World Council of Churches (WCC).

In addition, in South Africa, there is the National Religious Leader Forum.
As well as the South Africa Council of Churches.

In 1893, the World Parliament of religions was held in Chicago.

Both Western and Eastern religions were represented.

Swami Vivekanada’s speeches introduced Hindu thoughts to the Western
world, so that in the future not easily be misunderstood.

There were no representatives of ATR or native Americans religions. (20)

The negative impact of Darwin’s theory creation

Darwin’s theory consists mainly of four ideas:
1. Species contain a great variety of minor differences.
2. Both the world and species change over time.
3. In the fight for survival better adapted variations will be favoured while
those that are not will struggle to survive.
4. In this way a species may gradually change its form and become more
complex — by developing along a path of successful variation.

According to the creationists there can be no doubt that God created the
universe as part of his divine plan for humanity.
Genesis describes how God created the world in seven days.
God created Adam and Eve, thus there seems to be no place for the
theory of evolution in creation.
Darwin’s work was regarded as controversial by church.
Darwin’s idea was criticised as follows:
1. There was no evidence in human history for the development of new
species.
2. There was no evidence of one species having developed from another.
3. The attempt to create new species by cross-breeding tends to be
unsuccessful because the hybrids cannot breed.
One of the reasons that Darwin’s idea had such an impact on the church is
that they appear to provide an alternative explanation which did not need
the idea of an intelligent designer.
Most orthodox and conservative believers insist that these creation myths
should be read as literal truths because if they are false, then it calls into
other beliefs and teachings. (20)
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2.3 Response of Hinduism as one of the religions

The Hindu religion has been unduly shaken by the theory of evolution.
¢ While it does not agree with the entire concept, in principle the theory
support among Hindu scholars.
e Many Hindus have a problem with evolution that is based merely on
physical and natural selection.
¢ While they may accept the theory of evolution, they argue that it also has
to add spiritual element to the theory based on the form of consciousness.
¢ The law of Karma states that one gain a body in accordance with her/his
previous actions.
e The present body must be in keeping with the level of consciousness of
the present being.
e The theory of intelligent design does not reject evolution,
But they claim that it cannot be the only explanation for how everything in
the universe was created.
e According to Hinduism there must an intelligent design behind evolution.
Because it believes that everything that exists is part of Brahman, which is
the highest form of consciousness. (20)
[50]

QUESTION 3
3.1 Religion Concepts
3.1.1 Contemporary inspiration

e Inspiration is extremely important normative source in many
religions.

e The term contemporary inspiration refers to inspiration that still take
place today.

¢ In most religions there are figures with followers who believe were
inspired by higher power or wisdom.

e The founding figures in religious history generally claim to be
inspired.

e We do not know the names of all the inspired figures, such as early
African Traditional Religion or Hinduism.

e However many famous figures who were inspired were Abraham,
Moses, Confucius, Vedvyas, the Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad and
Baha'u’llah.

e These figures are believed to have stood face to face with God.

In African Traditional Religion people communicate with their
ancestors and receive messages.

¢ In the Abrahamic faiths they believed that prophets received divine
inspiration which was written down as their holy scriptures.
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¢ In the Eastern religions divine inspiration occurred to number of
people who became divine teachers.

e Baha'u'llah was the founder of the Bahia faith who lived in the 19™
century.

¢ Interms of religious history it is quite recent and he received divine
inspiration. (20)

3.1.2 Sacred books

e Writing entered the religious scene roughly four thousand years
ago.

e As technology of writing became more prevalent, it increasingly
entered into the texture of tradition itself.

e Tradition became more fixed.

e Oral traditions which can run parallel to writing traditions are very
fluid.

e In Hinduism revealed (heard) writings (shruti) are distinguished from
secondary, (remembered) derived from humanly composed writings.
The sacred book is the Vedas.

e In Judaism the primary scripture are collectively known as the
Tenach. Of these the first group enjoys canonical status.

e Of all religions Islam takes more seriously the idea of divine
revelation as perfectly written down.

e The Quran itself is generally seen as a perfect copy/original of the
eternal inscripted tablet in heaven.

e Often sacred books do not exist just as an individual writing, but as
parts of larger collections.

¢ Animportant distinction must be between primary sources and
commentaries.

Commentaries are secondary writings.

e |tis explanations and applications of the normative primary sources.
Most religions with sacred books also have many commentaries on
primary scriptures. (20)
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3.1.3 The hermeneutical principles

e The world hermeneutics means to interpret.

e Taken in its traditional context, hermeneutical has meant the
attempt by men and woman of either secular or religious views or
bias to interpret scriptures primarily in the light of their own beliefs
and secondly in its historical context.

e The principles of hermeneutical interpretation are:

Grammar and historical context.

Clearest meaning.

Plan, purpose and context.

Meaning of words.

Figurative language.

. The consideration of other sacred texts.

e The Christian Bible consists of the Old and New Testaments.

e These scriptures were declared authoritative by the previous faith
communities.

¢ Never in the history of the Bible has been only one way of
interpreting Biblical texts.

e According to Islam, the Qur’an is a sacred scripture which contains
divine revelations from God to his messengers.

e Muslim scholars refer to interpret, commentary, hermeneutics as
“tafsir”.

e The ‘tafsir’ is complex term and refers to the comprehensive
understanding and knowledge of the Qur'an.

e It also refers to the process of finding its meaning and to the
process of stating and applying its rules, wisdom and maxims. (20)

[50]

oahwnE

QUESTION 4

Central teachings of Christianity as example

4.1

4.2

Nature of divinity

Christians believe in the existence of a Supreme and divine Being known

as God.

God manifests Himself as three persons

» God the Father as Creator of the universe.

» God the Son as Saviour and Liberator of humanity.

» And God the Holy Spirit as counsellor of Christians. (20)

Place and responsibility of humanity in the world

Christians believe that humans were created in the image of God.

After creating Adam and Eve, God instructed them to look after the garden

of Eden and the whole of creation.

As co-creators with God humans are God’s representatives on earth.

God has appointed them to look after his property, the world.

They are accountable to God. (20)
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4.3 Life after death

Christians believe that human beings were immortal.

However Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s commands.

The penalty for his sin was death for human race

Even after death this condemnation, God still tried to liberate humanity

from evil and death.

After death Christians envisage a new community that will be marked by

love, sharing and caring. (10)

4.4  The origin of the evil

According to Christianity God did not create evil when he created the

world.

He created a perfect world and perfect human beings.

Evil was introduced later when Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s

commands.

Christians call this kind of disobedience ‘sin’.

Christians believe that evil is often used by Satan who was once God'’s

angel, but rebelled against God. (20)

4.5 Nature of the world

According to Christianity in the beginning there was nothing but chaos.

The book of Genesis says God created the world and the universe in six

days and rested on the seventh day.

The world was perfect after the Holy Trinity had finished with the creation.

Human, marine, animal and plant life all belong to God.

According to Christians understanding the world is subject to the

governance of humanity. (20)
[50]

QUESTION 5

5.1 Practical steps as religious leader:

Every religion emphasises acts of charity towards one’s fellow man.

The act of charity is seen as a blessing to both the giver and the receiver.
Religion is often propagated among the poor, as they are receptive to both
physical assistance and spiritual guidance.

The effects of poverty (such as illiteracy, family breakdown, disease, etc)
are not confined only to the poor, but impact negatively on all society.

In Christianity, “Blessed is the hand that giveth that the hand receives” —
Bible.

The Quran states, “By no means shall you attain righteousness unless you
give freely from that which you love. And whatever you give, Allah knows
it well.”
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The Rig Veda says, “the leader sacrifices his life for the well- being of his
people.”

Religion should address rampant greed and materialism, by appealing to
higher calling — that of pleasing Higher Being.

Religions are well organised, and their structures can mobilise mass
support very rapidly.

This can be by raising money, or volunteering time for community service.
People belong to the same faith are seen as an “extended family” and are
more willing to help people who in fact are total strangers.

Very often the help rendered by religious organisations provides a long-
term solution, e.g. skills development, the establishment of schools and
clinics.

Religious organisations work the entire community, making their work
more effective than e.g. government initiatives. (20)

5.2 Examples: Habitat of humanity

This is a non-profit, ecumenical Christian organisation.

It is dedicated to providing basic accommodation and fighting
homelessness worldwide.

Habitat is founded on the human rights value that every human being has
the right to live in dignity, regardless of race or religion.

Habitat welcomes all who desire to help eliminate poverty.

Love for Jesus Christ must be translated to tangible action in showing love
for all humanity.

Volunteers, other partners organisations and the poor all work together to
build the homes.

More than 200 000 homes have been built worldwide by Habitat for
Humanity. (24)

Example: Religions for Peace.

This is the largest international interreligious partnership.

It is active on every continent.

Some of their recent successes include the reconstruction of Bosnia and
vulnerable children from the effects of poverty

Poor families affected by AIFS are also supported by networking initiatives
with other religious organisations such as CARE, network of African
People Living with AIDS etc.

Children’s schooling, food and medication provisioning, frail care etc. are
some of the services provided.

This joint approach eliminates overlapping of services, and increases, and
increases the reach of various organisations.
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5.3 The learner may discuss HIV/AIDS, crime, violence against women and
children, etc.

Example: HIV and AIDS

e This is one of the biggest social challenges facing sub-Saharan Africa.
This is because it has a negative impact on the individual's health and life
expectancy.
Family unit: resulting in absents parents.
The economy, because of loss of productive young adult.
And the health system, because HIV treatment is very expensive, and
long-term, but is not a cure.
¢ In Uganda, the AIDS pandemic was reversed by joint interaction between
faith-based organisations (FBOs) and the government.
e The FBOs focused on moral regeneration and prevention.
The government focused on funding of publicity, prevention and treatment.
¢ Religious teachings in every faith emphasise the sanctity of the family unit,
and warn of severe consequences of adultery.
e E.g. The Bible states, “Thou shalt not commit adultery“— Exodus.
e E.g. The Quran warns, “do not even go near to adultery, as it opens the
way to other evils’— Sura Bani Isreal.
e In South Africa, the NRFL informs government’s approach for religious
groupings. (16)
[50]

TOTAL: 150
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