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QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS OF LEARNER RESPONSES AND EVALUATION OF QUESTION PAPERS: NSC 2021

	
 
REPORT 1: EVALUATION OF THE QUESTION PAPER AND MARKING GUIDELINE  
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SECTION 1: (General overview of Learner Performance in the question paper as a whole)
	The average percentages used in the report are based on the 100 scripts sampled for Rasch analysis. These average percentages indicate the direction of the performance of our candidates. The pass percentage on average is at 54%



SECTION 2: Comment on candidates’ performance in individual questions
(It is expected that a comment will be provided for each question).

	QUESTION 1: MICROECONOMICS AND CONTEMPORARY ECONOMIC ISSUES

	1. General comment on the performance of learners in the specific questions. Was the questions well answered or poorly answered?  

	This question is a compulsory question which all candidates have to answer. Candidates have performed well with an average of 76%.
	SECTION A

	SUB QUESTION
	AVERAGE %

	1.1 Multiple choice
	78 %

	1.2 Match columns
	86 %

	1.3 Economic concepts
	57 %


 






	1. Why were some questions poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any misconceptions.

	The problem of candidates in 1.3   was to   juxtaposition concepts. 
1.3.5 They juxtaposed ‘inflation rate’ with ‘inflation targeting’
1.3.6   They   juxtaposed ‘biodegradable’ with ‘biodiversity’.


	



	1.  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning

	· Educators are advised to encourage learners to have booklets/diaries for economic concepts and educators can also compile these booklets/ question bank of concepts for learners.
· Quiz tests on concepts on a weekly basis.
· Interrogate all concepts for the lesson that is   about to be taught, before engaging with lesson.




	QUESTION 2: MICROECONOMICS

	(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific questions. Was the questions well answered or poorly answered?  

	Not a lot of candidates chose this question. With the few that did the performance was below average at 34%. 



	(b) Why is the question poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any misconceptions.

	2.1.1 Candidates were unable to list the objectives of the Competition Policy, instead they listed  institutions i.e. Competition Commission, Competition Tribunal and Competition Appeal Court.
2.1.2 Candidates lost marks as they could not fully answer the question. It is either they mentioned features of a monopolistic competition or those of a monopoly. 
2.2.3 Most candidates could not give a correct description of ‘economies of scale’. Candidates left the question blank. On average, 0.51% of the candidates were able to respond to the sub question.  Responses written by the candidates indicated total lack of knowledge of the concept. These included ‘a scale used to measure economic growth’, ‘when more revenue is earned than cost’ ‘an amount gained after earning profit’ 
2.2.4 Of the 100 learners sampled, only 0,98% were able to respond correctly to the sub question. Responses provided by the learners included answers such as ‘profits will decrease’ instead of businesses will enjoy economic profit both in the short and long run
2.3.3   Candidates were unable to give a correct description of economic profit. Incorrect responses included comparing marginal cost with average revenue instead of AR and AC.
2.3.4   Common   responses provided by the learners include ‘perfect market is a price taker’ which was incorrect as it was repeating the question
2.4   Most candidates were able to draw the graph correctly but were unable to explain the relationship between AR and MR. Some labelled AR curve as MR and vice versa. Some candidates drew the graph of a perfect market, struggled with technical aspects i.e MR cutting halfway between the original and the AR and could not label on the axis.
2.5 Candidates struggled with the action verb ‘analyse’.



	(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning

	· Recap on Grade 11 work on cost and revenue curves.
· Engaging learners when delivering a lesson on graphs that includes questions and answers as the lesson progresses, i.e.  learners drawing graphs on the board and lot of homework on graphs.
· More informal assessment on graph, paying very close attention to analysis of graphs(explanation) as well as addressing the issue of technical aspects (correct labelling, positioning and shape)
· Encourage peer teaching (bright sparks to assist level one learners) 
· Educators must mediate action verbs in the Examination Guidelines to learners and explain them in detail so that learners are familiar with these verbs.
· Emphasise the importance of writing full sentences when answering questions.





	(d)	Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development etc.

	· There should be more written activities given to learners.
· Encourage learners to practice drawing and explaining graphs on their own.
· It is important for educators to emphasise the importance of explaining  technical aspects when drawing graphs.



	QUESTION 3:  CONTEMPORARY ECONOMIC ISSUES

	(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific questions. Was the questions well answered or poorly answered?  

	The question was poorly performed at an average of 31%.



	(b) Why was the question poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any misconceptions.

	3.1.1 Candidates wrote types of tourism instead of the criteria for an activity to be regarded as  tourism, for example ‘business/leisure tourism’. Some wrote effects and benefits of tourism for households.
3.1.2 Responses of candidates show that they are unable to differentiate between preservation and conservation. 
3.2.2 Candidates responses gave the impression that tax is  imposed as a form of punishment to the tourist for destroying the environment. Examples of their responses were: ‘because tourists destroy the environment’, ‘Impose tax because of impact of Covid’
3.2.3 Candidates confused inbound tourism with domestic tourism. Their responses included:
‘domestic tourism refers to a local tourist’, ‘South Africans are travelling in their country’, ‘people leaving their country to visit other countries’
3.2.4 Candidates did not interpret the question well. Their responses tended to repeat the question without explaining the actual role played by tourism. Incorrect responses included ‘tourism creates jobs’. Candidates also discussed the role played by tourism to the economy and not being specific to infrastructure promoting tourism.
3.2.5 Candidates explained positive effects of tourism instead of explaining the impact of a decline in tourism on rural communities.
3.3.2 Most candidates left the sub-question blank and those who answered the question gave Kyoto Protocol as an answer.
3.3.3 The is a difficulty in differentiating between conservation and preservation as concepts. Some of the learners described ‘conversation’ instead of ‘conservation’.
3.3.4 Responses also lacked the ability to comprehend ‘soil erosion’ 
and ‘food security’. They explained soil erosion and not the effect of soil erosion on food security.
3.4 There was lack of understanding in this question. Instead of responding to reasons why markets fail to ensure environmental sustainability, they discussed various form of pollution. They also explained causes of market failure.
3.5  Candidates were unable to analyse marketing strategies to promote tourism in South Africa, instead they discussed promotion of tourism,  benefits of tourism . Some of them discussed the various forms of markets.



	(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning

	Judging from the performance of learners, this section on Economic pursuits appears to be the most undertaught section. The most important advice would be to:
· Give the chapters in Economic Pursuits the same attention given to other sections of the syllabus.  
· For every lesson, the educator must find general information related to the topic.
· The importance of informal assessment   for each and every topic can never be over emphasised.
· Educators should vary their assessment strategies and cater for all cognitive levels in each assessment.
· Encourage co-operative teaching in topics linking with other subjects, e.g.  a Tourism educator for Tourism.
· When dealing with concepts, differences and similarities should be highlighted.



	(d)	Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development etc.

	· Integration across the subjects should be encouraged, i.e. marketing in the Tourism section with Business Studies in the Marketing Function section, Geography topics in Climatology with Environmental Sustainability




	QUESTION 4: MICROECONOMICS AND CONTEMPORARY ECONOMIC ISSUES

	(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific questions. Was the questions well answered or poorly answered?  

	Candidates performed fairly well in this question with an average percentage ranging between 33 and 58 %, with 4.5 being the least performed sub question at an average performance of 33%.





	(b) Why was some questions poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any misconceptions.

	4.1.1 Very few candidates responded correctly to the question. Instead of giving examples of fixed costs they gave different type of costs, i.e. explicit and implicit costs, fixed costs and variable costs
4.1.2 Candidate’s response did not address the question asked. Their responses included climate change and global warming 
4.2.1   This was an easy question, but candidates did no earn marks. They chose all the other alternatives provided in the data except Robben Island, which was the relevant one
4.2.3.  Candidates gave incomplete responses of the description of IKS, for example ‘a traditional way of doing things in a certain culture or society’, ‘knowledge that one is born with, ‘history of the Sans’  
4.2.4   Candidates were unable to integrate international trade with tourism. Linking depreciation with inbound tourism appeared to the problem for many of them.
4.3.1   They failed to give the correct institution. The confusion was between Competition Commission and Competition Tribunal.
4.3.3   The term ‘oligopoly’ was not described correctly by candidates. They gave responses such as ‘oligopoly is when there are more markets selling differentiated products’ (confusion between monopolistic and oligopoly markets), some gave examples of oligopolies.
4.3.4 The sub - question was poorly performed with an average of 0,98%. They were unable to relate price and output where a monopoly is concerned. Responses written included ‘supply of goods and services is influenced positively because these goods are different’, ‘Monopolies have bargaining power over demand, the suppliers charge their own price’, ‘They increase price and no one changes it’. All these responses neglected mentioning what happens to output or supply.
4.3.5   Candidates confused price fixing with price ceiling. Responses to that effect include 
‘consumers will be able to afford goods and services at lower price, e.g. bread’, ‘the poor will benefit more than the rich’. 
4.4 Large number of candidates did not even attempt to draw the graph. Technical aspects (correct shapes of the cost curves, correct positioning of the shut – down point and correct labelling) of drawing a graph were still prominent in their responses. Those that drew the graph were not able to explain it properly. Some candidates did not include the AVC curve, which is the main cost curve for determining the shut- down point.
4.5 Candidates responses addressed social issues (unemployment and crime) that emanate from an increase in population rather than addressing detrimental issues that are caused by an increase in population to the environment.





	(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning

	· Educators should fully prepare before going to class. This includes using the Examination Guideline, various prescribed textbooks. Other sources would include SARB Quarterly Bulletin, SA Yearbook etc
· Thoroughly explaining and engaging learners when dealing with characteristics of market structures would improve performance. This will assist learners in being able to attempt any kind of question related to market structures.
· Educators should actively engage learners when drawing graphs (educator should not draw the graphs alone on the board). Give learners lot of homework on drawing graphs and mark the homework.  

	(d)	Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development etc.

	· There should be more written activities given to learners.
· Encourage learners to practice drawing and explaining graphs on their own.
· It is important for educators to explain technical aspects when drawing these graphs.
· Reading is important. Educators should encourage learners to read a lot of material related to contemporary economics issues. This helps in improving the vocabulary of the content, as well as writing skills.



	QUESTION 5: MICROECONOMICS

	(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific questions. Was the questions well answered or poorly answered?  

	This was the least chosen question.  The few that chose the question performed poorly at an average of 19%.





	(b) Why were some questions poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any misconceptions.

	Main part
Candidates were unable to figure out differences between the following:
· Causes and consequences of market failure
· Minimum and maximum prices
· Minimum prices and minimum wages
They were explaining graphs without having drawn them.
Additional part
Most candidates did not even attempt the additional part.
The few that did, failed to associate inefficiencies with globalization.
They explained different types of inefficiencies (allocative, productive and pareto).
Conclusion
This is still the most badly performed section of an essay. Almost all candidates were unable to conclude their essays the correct way. A conclusion is an opinion related to the discussion.



	(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning

	· For conclusion, learners can be given informal tests where they have to write introduction and conclusion for a specific topic and later write a full essay.
· Educators must encourage learners to listen to Economics Channels, current news and read a lot news - papers.
· Encourage learners to think critically with each and every topic.
· Educators should assist learners by linking general knowledge with the content to be taught in class. 



	(d)	Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development etc.

	· There should be more written activities given to learners.
· Encourage learners to practice drawing and explaining graphs on their own.
· It is important for educators to explain technical aspects when drawing these graphs.




	QUESTION 6:  CONTEMPORARY ECONOMIC ISSUES

	(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific questions. Was the questions well answered or poorly answered?  

	Question 6 was the most chosen question. The performance in this question was rather fair compared to Question 5.



	(b) Why were some questions poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any misconceptions.

	There are still a few candidates who cannot structure the essay properly (introduction, discussion and conclusion)
The only problem was candidates confusing consequences with causes of inflation.
Additional part
This section of the essay was poorly performed with most candidates not scoring marks, those that managed to score, scored a maximum of 4 marks at the most. Candidates did not understand the requirements of the question.
Confusion of candidates in responding to the question stemmed from the knowledge that inflation is an exogenous factor which cannot be influenced by FDI. It is foreign investors that have to adjust to inflation.
Conclusion
This is still the most badly performed section of the essay. Almost all candidates are unable to conclude their essays.



	(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning

	· A clear distinction must be made when teaching causes and consequences of inflation.
· Formulate tests on essays that distinguish between the two.
· Educators should encourage learners to attempt additional part as it is mostly an open-ended question that seeks to get their creative or critical thinking.
· For conclusion, learners can be given informal tests where they have to write introduction and conclusion and later write a full essay.



	(d)	Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher development etc.

	· Educators should be encouraged to attend content gap workshops even if one is affluent in the subject.
· Twinning of schools within the cluster or district to prepare lessons together.
· It is imperative that educators make Examination guideline copies for each and every learner at the beginning of the year.
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