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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION  
  
1. This question paper has THREE sections. 

SECTION A: ESSAY (50) 
SECTION B: LONGER TRANSACTIONAL TEXTS (30) 
SECTION C: SHORTER TEXTS (Transactional, Referential,  
  Informational)             (20)  

   
2. Answer ONE question from EACH section.  
   
3. Write in the language in which you are being assessed.  
   
4. Start EACH section on a NEW page.  
   
5. Plan (such as key words, mind mapping, etc.), edit and proofread your 

work.  The plan MUST appear BEFORE the actual answer.  
   
6. Your planning must be clearly indicated as such.  It is advisable to draw a 

line across all planning.  
   
7. Spend approximately 80 minutes on SECTION A, 40 minutes on 

SECTION B and 30 minutes on SECTION C.  
   
8. Number each response as the topics are numbered in this question 

paper.  
   
9. Write down the number and title of each question.  Give your OWN title if 

one is not provided. 
 
NOTE: The title must NOT be considered when doing a word count.  

   
10. Write neatly and legibly.  
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SECTION A:  ESSAY  
  
QUESTION 1  
  

 Write an essay of between 250 and 300 words in length (1 to 1½ pages) on 
ONE of the following topics.  
  

 Write down the NUMBER and TITLE of your essay correctly, for 
example, 
 
1.1 MY MOMENT OF SADNESS.  

  

 Give your OWN title if your choice is either QUESTION 1.8.1 or 
QUESTION 1.8.2.  

  

 Spend approximately 80 minutes on this section.  
  
1.1 My moment of sadness. [50] 
   
 OR  
   
1.2 Victory is truly sweet. [50] 
   
 OR  
   
1.3 It all started well but ended badly. [50] 
   
 OR  
   
1.4 A decision I regret. [50] 
   
 OR  
   
1.5 A mistake that almost cost me my life. [50] 
   
 OR  
   
1.6 Suicide is not a solution to youth problems. [50] 
   
 OR  
   
1.7 Making a difference in my city/town/village. [50] 
   
 OR  
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1.8 Choose ONE of the following pictures and write an essay on a topic that 
comes to mind.  Indicate QUESTION 1.8.1 or 1.8.2 and give your essay a 
suitable title.  

   
 NOTE: There must be a CLEAR LINK between your essay and the 

picture you have chosen.  
   
 1.8.1 Essay based on picture.  
    
  

  
 [Source: RIVONINGO, FEBRUARY 2011] [50] 
   
 OR  
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 1.8.2 Essay based on picture.  
    
  

  
  [Source: A photograph taken by Andy Dean in the United 

States in July 2007. Downloaded from www.google.com on 3rd 
June 2011] [50] 

    
  TOTAL SECTION A: 50 

  

http://www.google.com/
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SECTION B:  LONGER TRANSACTIONAL TEXT  
  

QUESTION 2  
  

 Respond to ONE of the following transactional writing tasks.  
  

 The entire body of your response should be between 120 to 150 words in 
length (about 12 to 15 lines).  

  

 Write down the number and the title of the text you have chosen, for 
example, 
 

2.1 NEWSPAPER ARTICLE.  
  

 Pay special attention to format, language, register and audience.  
  

 Spend approximately 40 minutes on this section.  
  

2.1 NEWSPAPER ARTICLE  
   

 You recently attended a community meeting to address the lack of service 
delivery by your local municipality.  

   

 Write an article that will appear in your local newspaper in which you point 
out at least THREE specific areas of service delivery not being attended 
to by your local municipality.  Offer possible solutions.  Provide a suitable 
headline for your newspaper article. [30] 

   

 OR  
   

2.2 INTERVIEW  
   

 Your school was visited by officials from the Department of Tourism who 
are looking for young people who want to pursue studies in tourism so 
that they market South Africa as a good tourist destination.  You were 
chosen for an interview in which you had to show how you would market 
your country in Africa and elsewhere.  

   

 Write out the interview between yourself and the official from the 
Department of Tourism.  Use the dialogue format.  [30] 

   

 OR  
   

2.3 FRIENDLY LETTER  
   

 Your best friend’s mother has passed away (died) after a long illness. 
 

Write a letter of condolence (sympathy) to your friend.  [30] 
   

 OR  
   

2.4 FORMAL LETTER  
   

 You recently travelled to Cape Town by bus.  You were not satisfied with 
the service of this bus company.  
 

Write a tactful letter to the director of the bus company in which you 
express your dissatisfaction with their service.  Explain the problems you 
experienced and offer constructive advice. [30] 

   

 TOTAL SECTION B: 30 



(NOVEMBER 2011) ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE P3 7 

 

 

SECTION C:  SHORTER TEXT 
(TRANSACTIONAL/REFERENCE/INFORMATIONAL)  

  
QUESTION 3  
  

 Choose ONE of the following topics and write a short text. 
 

 The body of your response should be between 80 and 100 words in 
length (about 8 to 10 lines). 
 

 Write the number and the heading of the text you have chosen, for 
example: 
 
3.1 ADVERTISEMENT 
 

 Spend approximately 30 minutes on this section.  
  
3.1 ADVERTISEMENT  
   
 Your mother has a small business in which she offers a product/service to 

the community.  She wants to advertise the product/service in your local 
newspaper.  

   
 Write out this advertisement.  
   
 Do NOT include illustrations. [20] 
   
 OR  
   
3.2 INVITATION CARD   
   
 Your brother/sister is is getting married and the wedding ceremony will 

take place soon.  
 
Write out the invitation.  Include all the relevant details. 
 
NOTE:  Do not include illustrations. [20] 

   
   
 OR  
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3.3 DIRECTIONS  
   
 Study the map below. 

Then write out the directions you would give to a friend from the Beach 
Front (Point A on the map) to the Cricket Ground (Point B on the map). 
You need to refer to street names and landmarks in your written 
directions.  

   

 
 “ [20] 
   
 TOTAL SECTION C: 20 
   
 GRAND TOTAL: 100 

 


