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ANNUAL NATIONAL ASSESSMENT 2012 ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES
                                                                         ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE
GRADE 3
Introduction
The 2012 cycle of Annual National Assessment (ANA 2012) will be administered in all public and designated[footnoteRef:2] independent schools from 18 to 21 September 2012. In this period all learners in Grades 1-6 and Grade 9 will write nationally set tests in Language and Mathematics and the results will be used to report progress related to achieving the goals set in the Action Plan 2014 Towards Schooling 2025. [2:  “Designated” independent schools are those that will apply and register either their Grade 3 or Grade 6 learners to participate in ANA for purposes of securing State subsidy.] 

Because learners will write ANA tests at the end of the third school term, the Department of Basic Education (DBE) has provided a guideline document for each grade and subject (Language and Mathematics) on the minimum curriculum coverage that is expected for learners to be able to answer test questions with at least reasonable success. The Guideline sets the limits of the scope of work that will be covered in the test for each grade and subject. The ANA 2012 Guidelines have been designed in line with the versions of the curriculum that are being implemented at the various phases and grades.
Foundation Phase and Grade 9
For the Foundation Phase where the Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS) is already being implemented, the tests will sample work that is prescribed for the first three quarters of the school year. For these grades the guidelines are arranged in three columns and rows. In a given row, the content area to be assessed  is  specified  in the first column, the specific skills/competencies assessed in the second column and the assessment techniques in the third column. 
Intermediate Phase and Senior Phase
At the Intermediate Phase where the CAPS is not yet being implemented in 2012, and therefore assessment will be based on the National Curriculum Statement (NCS), the Guidelines specify the Learning Outcome (LOs) that is being assessed, the assessment standard that will be the focus of testing, the content, skills and knowledge that will be covered in the tests. The Guideline is arranged in columns and rows and should be read from left to right along the same row. In the same row the LO of interest is listed in the first column, the assessment standards in the second and the content that is being assessed is given in the third column.
It is important to note that the ANA 2012 Guidelines does not imply that the delimited scope is all that must be taught and learnt during the school year. Instead, the Guidelines provide the basic minimum curriculum that must have been covered by the end of the third school quarter.
Teachers are expected to use these Guidelines together with the other resources for their teaching and assessment programmes so that learners become familiar with different styles of assessing. Most importantly, teachers are expected to develop their own assessment tools including some of the styles in the ANA exemplars to expand and enrich school-based assessments.



	CONTENT AREA ASSESSED

	SKILLS/COMPETENCIES ASSESSED
Testing whether the learner is able to...
	ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUE

	WRITING        
       A.     COMPREHENSION

	· identify the main idea of a story. 
	· Giving the appropriate title for the story.

	
	· identify  the main characters in a story. 
	· Choosing the correct answer to show understanding of the main characters of the story.

	
	· understand  the setting of a story. 
	· Choosing the correct answer to show understanding of the setting of a story.

	
	
	Ticking the correct word from the boxes

	
	· sequence  events.
	· Numbering sentences of the story in the correct sequence.

	
	· understand of the cause and effect relations. 
	· Choosing the correct answer to show understanding of cause-effect relations.

	
	· give an opinion 
	· Answering a question

	
	· use visual cues to talk about a graphical text, e.g. looks at a photograph, and discusses what it is about, where it was. 
	· Choosing the correct answer to show understanding of a photograph.  

	
B.      LANGUAGE USE

	· use more complex tenses such as present and past progressive.
	· Rewriting a sentence from the present tense into the past tense

	
	
	· Rewriting a sentence from the present tense into the future tense

	
	· identify and use pronouns correctly. 
	· Choosing the correct answer to show understanding of pronouns.

	
	· use spelling rules to write unfamiliar words.  e.g. plurals
	· Writing plural of a given word.

	
	· identify and use prepositions correctly. 
	· Writing the correct preposition.

	
	· identify and use verbs correctly. 
	· Writing a verb to agree with the subject.

	
	· interpret information from graphical texts such as charts  e.g. describe similarities and differences, and analyse, compare and contrast information.
	· Choosing the correct answer using information from a chart 

	
	· Interpret  information from graphical texts such as … charts  e.g. make comparisons. 
	· Choosing the correct answer
(comparisons) using information from a chart. 

	C.  WRITING AND SPELLING
	· write short texts (one- or two-paragraph stories) using appropriate grammar and punctuation. 
	· Writing a one or two paragraph story using appropriate grammar and punctuation
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