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2 RELIGION STUDIES P2 (SEPTEMBER 2014)

QUESTION 1

1.1 Central teachings of any ONE religion:
(African Traditional Religion as an example)

1.1.1 Nature of divinity

o There is the belief in a supreme being or God.

o God created the world and lives in a spiritual realm.

o God is seen as a great power that is far removed from the
life of humans.

o It teaches that God is beyond the understanding or control
of human beings.

o God does not play a central part in African religious life,
knowledge and practice of the first generation of humans.

o When the first generation of humans died, they joined the
Supreme Being in the spiritual world.
(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)

1.1.2 Nature of the world:

o African Traditional Religion believes that even those who
are dead (the ancestors), are still seen as part of the living
community.

o The living members communicate with the ancestors
through the ritual of sacrifice.

o Ancestors take part in events that happen in families, e.g.
birth, marriage, etc.

o People are immortal — they do not die but merely pass on to
the spiritual realm, and live forever.

o The world is understood more as a cosmos than simply as
Planet Earth.

(Any relevant answers should be credited.) (20)

1.1.3 Place and responsibility of humanity in the world.

. One of the most well-known African teachings is the idea of
“‘ubuntu”.
o Ubuntu comes from the saying, “Umntu ngumntu ngabantu”

— this means that a person is a person through his or her
relationship with other people.

o Everyone must teach each other with love.

o From the first generation, God gave human beings principles
and values so that they would always live in harmony.

o Most of the teachings and practices that make up ATR are

concerned with harmony and good relationships with family
or clan, community, ancestors, natural world and God.
(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)
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1.2 Central teachings of Taoism:

1.2.1

1.2.2

Copyright reserved

Origin of evil

o Middle-Eastern (Abrahamic) religions tend to define evil.

o For Taoism there is no such thing as evil.

o But that does not mean there is no human suffering.

o The teaching has little say about human suffering and how

life can be lived in a way that minimise suffering.
Human suffering arises when human desires are thwarted.
o In Taoism thwarted means running up against the Tao.
(Any relevant answers should be credited.) (10)

Life after death

o In the Taoist view you need nothing more than once
wonderful life to feel that life is worth living.
o You do not need a life after death.
o The fact that you have been part of the universe from the
start and will continue to be, is a cause for joy and sadness.
o Do not be afraid of death; make fun of it.
J We may not want it. It is merely a stage in the on-going
process of transformation which characterises the universe
as a whole.
(Any relevant answers should be credited.) (20)

[50]
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QUESTION 2

2.1 Therole of normative sources.

211

21.2
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Contemporary inspiration

o Inspiration refers to the breath (power and knowledge), of
the extra-ordinary beings or power, for example a deity
coming into a person and taking over, as to speak with that
person’s own breath.

o People may feel that they are possessed by such a power or
that they have had very special, direct and immediate
access to a dimension of being.

o The understanding of power that is beyond everyday
experience.

o Such inspiration may have authority.

o These people then drive secondary inspiration from original
and primary inspiration.

o Inspiration is an extremely important normative source in
many religions.

o At the very foundation of most religions stand figures who
their followers believe were inspired by a higher power or
wisdom.

o The followers of various religions believe that such original
inspiration lies behind their various religious books.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)

Sacred books

o The original inspiration is spread first by oral tradition, then
through texts.

. The original message is passed on from one person to
another, but is now written in manuscripts.

o Such texts may be transmitted faithfully for hundred or even
thousands of years.

J Writing is a relatively recent invention.

o Texts can serve as normative source of prime importance
throughout religious history.

. In the olden days messages were passed on by word of
mouth from one generation to another before writing was
invented.

. It increasingly entered into the texture of tradition itself.

o Tradition became more fixed.

o Oral traditions, which can run parallel to written traditions,

are very fluid, but once they have been written down, they

turn to become fixed yardsticks of measuring right and

wrong.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)
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2.1.3 Oral tradition

o The original inspiration was spread first by oral tradition.

o The original message was passed from one generation to
another, and from one person to another by a word of
mouth.

o Such oral tradition may be transmitted faithfully for hundreds
and even thousands of years.

J Writing is a relatively recent invention.

o It is a normative source of prime importance throughout
religious history.

o Traditions changed, develop and adapt over time.

o This takes nothing away from the remarkable phenomenon

of oral tradition as a normative of prime importance
throughout religious history.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)
2.2 Hermeneutical principles
. Hermeneutics is the science or art of interpreting religion or sacred
texts.
. The technical term for this on-going business of interpreting
normative sources is hermeneutics.
o However, all religions face the same set of challenges, and so

certain basic hermeneutical strategies have developed that are
common to all religions.

. Two of these broad hermeneutical approaches can be applied more
strictly or more loosely.

o Generally, the conservative style of interpretation is called
fundamentalism.

. Fundamentalist interpretation takes every word of the source

absolutely literally and applies it to the letter, without concerning
itself at all with the question of how societies change over time.
. A fundamentalist interpretation of a normative source written when
men dominated women could simply insist that men must still
dominate women in all respects today, as they did when the source
was written.
. Fundamentalism usually claims that it does not interpret normative
sources at all, but simply repeats messages that have always
existed in sources.
(Any relevant answers should be credited.) (20)
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6 RELIGION STUDIES P2 (SEPTEMBER 2014)

2.3 Religion and science.

The relationship between religion and science

o Science developments have changed our world.

o At the deeper level, science has challenged the way people look at
the world.

o More importantly science has challenged the very foundations of the
traditional religions.

o The difficulties between religion and science have emerged in the last
four centuries.

o In all cultures religion through the ages has traditionally provided

answers to questions such as the following:

- How and when the world started?

- When did humans make their first appearance?

o While some religions regarded it as a major conflict, others have fewer

difficulties in the reconciling of their teachings with the theories of

science.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)
[50]
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QUESTION 3

3.1 Social problems in South Africa.
(Poverty as an example)

Causes of the problem:

o People who are categorised as poor are unable to meet their family’s
basic needs. (Food, shelter, clothing and medical care.)

o In South Africa many people fall into this category.

o Women and children are particularly likely to be vulnerable to poverty.

o South Africa is one of the countries where there is unequal distribution
of wealth.

o This was partly caused by the legacy of apartheid.

o These apartheid laws were overturned, and since 1994 the

democratic government has put in place many new policies to try to
undo the inequality created by apartheid.

o It is easy for people to become trapped in a cycle of poverty because
if a family is poor, the children are likely to receive poor quality
education which in turn leads to these children finding it difficult to get

a good job.
o Social and economic problems also manifests themselves in the
following ways:
> Teenage pregnancy
> The numbers of unemployed youth is increasing
> HIV/Aids is common among teenage mothers
> They are forced into abusive relationships
> Poverty weakens family structure and support leaving

young people vulnerable to negative influences.

> Substance abuse (drugs and alcohol) is done mostly
by young people.
> This causes a financial strain on the economy.
(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)
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3.2 Solutions of TWO religions to the problem:
(Hinduism and Judaism are discussed as examples.)

HINDUISM:

In Hinduism a person’s suffering is usually blamed on karma.

They are seen to be paying the price in this life for the evil deeds they
committed in their previous lives.

Hindus give charity throughout the year and also during of certain
festivals.

They let the rich man satisfy the one who seeks help.

JUDAISM:

In the Jewish faith charity is encouraged.

In Jewish homes, there are collection boxes where adults and

children are encouraged to deposit money before spending on

themselves.

The Lord require of you to do justice.

You must show love, kindness, and walk humble with your God.

(Micah 6:8)

Blessed is the one who considers the poor. (16)

3.3 FIVE practical steps by areligious organisation:

The problem can be tackled at a national provincial and local levels.

The national government can pass policies which address poverty.

It can support poverty alleviation programs.

It can allocate funds to train people to acquire skills that can make

them to be self-supporting or employable.

The religious communities can also work with non-government

organisation (NGO’s) to fight poverty.

The faith communities can work with business people to establish

community projects to help the poor.

The government can work with different religious bodies to fight

poverty.

Give examples of religious bodies.

(NOTE: Discussion of HIV/Aids, unemployment, crime,

corruption, violence to women and children and teenage

pregnancy must be credited.)

(This is an open-ended question. Any relevant facts must be

credited.) (14)
[50]
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QUESTION 4

4.1 The impact of apartheid on religious tolerance in South Africa.

o During the apartheid era the government promoted Christian National
Education.

o In public schools, only Bible Education and Religious Education,
which was Christian-based, was allowed in the school curriculum.

o All other religions were not given any funding.

o For example, Islam was known as Mohammedanism.

o ATR was called animism.

o Hindus were called pagans.

o Customary marriages were not recognised, unless it was a Christian
marriage.

o Certain denominations of Christianity were promoted by the state in
terms of land allocations and youth councillors.

o The only missionary work allowed was Christian missionary work.

o There were no rights to freedom of conscience, religion, thoughts,

belief and opinion.
o The school curriculum does not promote any particular religion, but
the academic study of all religions was discouraged.
o No school funding was allocated.
(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)

4.2 How this changed in the democratic S.A

o The Constitution of South Africa is based on a Bill of Rights.

o Everyone has the right to freedom of conscience, religion, thought,
belief and opinion.
o The rights of communities come with responsibilities.
o The school curriculum does not promote any particular religion, but
the academic study of all religions is encouraged.
o State funding is allocated on an equitable basis.
(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)
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10 RELIGION STUDIES P2 (SEPTEMBER 2014)

4.3 Overview of a sacred scripture in any ONE religion.
(Christianity discussed as an example)

o In spite of the differences in religions content, Christianity reveals the
same patterns in the unfolding of a written tradition as Judaism.

o Christianity accepted the Hebrew tradition and re-interpreted it from
its own religion perspective.

o It then compiled its own collection of texts, which was accepted as
divine revelation.

o After the death of Jesus, the good news concerning his person and
his message was transmitted orally.

o Within two decades of his death quite a large number of gospels were
written down, and circulated.

o The fixing of the Christian canon was a long process which was only
finalised towards the end of the fourth century.

o The first apostles were seen as the source of the true religion.

o Throughout the history of Christianity, church leadership and
theological scholarship in various denominations have produced a
strong commentarial tradition.

o Christianity also has its sets of rejected and of lower-order non-
canonical books
o They are called apocryphal books.
(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)
[50]
TOTAL: 150
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